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O Merv Hach
For memben of the South Austru-

lion Homing Pigeon Associsti,on winnins
o ploce in the top ten flyers in ony on6
rearen ir o mcior ahievement.

And lost veol
Wect Torrens flver
Merv Hotch hd thic
dirtinction.
'He 

finished ninth be-
t*nd=Ilrmpst€ad co'mpeti -
tor Frcd Delsar.

Merv is a milkrnan at
Ilenley Beach.

His interest in the sport
began when he was a
yor* at Port pirie. Dur-
ing War seryice overseas,
lis parents took charge of
lrls pigeons for him.

After being disc,harged
in 1946 he setiled in Ade-
laide, and has been flying
birds in Adelaide since-.

He has flown as a
menrtier of the Ilenley
BeaEh club (196b-?l) as
weu as with his prsent

I club, winning the polnB
on a number of octasions.

Pigeons from the Hatch
loft earned their owner
third place in the SAIIpA
ag$egate points in both
1970 and 1971.

An added bonus won by
Merv last, year was the
trophy for the most
points earned in ihe six
middle distanre and in
the South Derby.

Merv's main objective
nol{r is to take out top
position in the points.

During the past year
Merv reelved the ,,thrill
of my life" when he
clocked the trcble from
1,710 birds in the SAHPA
Benalli race. AU three
birdsrhomed in the dark.
the first two arriving at
?.50 p.m. and the third at
2.45 a.m. the next day.

Tthe last time s gAHpA
treble was achigved was
in 193?.

Merv has had three
families of pigeons wtrlch
have flown very well for
hirn He has now mated
tlrem together and formed
his own strain

IIe has six SAIIPA race
winners and numeFous
placegetters in his loft
today, and many of thes€
he has bred himself.

Age of his champions
does not deter him ircm
attempting to breed better
progeny. One of his old
curnay cockbirds is 1?
years of age and still
breeding winnersr

Merv finds that pigeon
tacittg is not a.lazy man's
sport and that pigeons
must be looked after tbe
whole year through - not
just at ra€ing Ume.

.Both feeding and hy-
giene play in important
role in the success or
otherwise of any man's
Ioft.

Like all fanciers Merv
would be at a loss in the
sport without his wife.

Every day she lets the
birds out for exercise
whea they are in training.
In addition stre will, if
n€cessary, keep a Iook out
for birds returning on
ra€edays, particularly on
the long distance events.

lFo'prominent .owners
who have strains repre-
sented in the ]oft incluoe
Ron Eitzer\ and the
Blatchford loft of Vic-
toria.

{n the past Merv has
Faid up to g?0 for one pi-
ge6n for breeding; how-
ever the results have not
been of value.

A mert of a good loft is
that gwners keep their
champlons and don"t sell
thern to other compdti-
tors. Ttris is the case with
the llabch lo,ft. He has
horyever given some away
to friends in the past.

About 150 pigeons are
hous€d in ttre now estab-
lished loft. Eowever ttre
Eatch family also met
with pigeqn racing succ€ss
w t r e n  t h e y  p r e v i o u s l y
lived at Seaton park for
10 years.

o Dove Jolfy
llre cncc63 of Dove Jolly, eae of the

SA Pigan Union'r top ffyirs, ccrr ba
gouged by the 25 lrce certificotss his bidt
won in the 1972 secsn.
His smal l  backyard lof t

houses almost 100 race birds
and several pairs of breeders.

He lives at Miuswood and
enjoys pi t t ing his sk i l ls
against  some of  the best
nyers in the State.-

The 1973 season begins in
four weeks for members of
the SAPU and Dave will be
in the front line with his team
tuIly keyed up.

He has had racing bi rds
since his youth.

His wife, children and even
the fami ly dog help wi th
training his pigeohs.

No  v i s i t o r  can  en te r  t he
yard without a warning bark
ftom the Jolly's pet Alsarian.
Consequently Dave has few
intruders.

Last  season Dave was
placed first in events ftom a
number of  racepoints,
inc luding Keith,
Maryborough ( twice) and
Benalla.

Birds from the Jolly loft
won the two Maryborough
Open events in the club, fin-
ishing 10th, and 3rd, 10th and
14th in union placings.

In Benal la Dave's b i rds
repeated their best perfor-
mances with a first club. and
2nd,3rd and l0th placings in
the union.

This boosted Dave high in
to the list of union flyers.

Also during the last season
birds from the JoUy loft
finished 2nd (club) and llth
(union) in the Maryborough
Derby,4th (c lub) and 19th
(union) in the Maryborough
seven-bitrl speclal and 3rd
(club) and l6th (Union) in the
Farina Derby.

The darby performances
were significant, showing
that  Dave's b i rds can f ly
south and north lines. Not
many flyers can bonst good
performdinces on bottr lines.

In the longer distance
races Dave's birds achieved
club and union placings in
events from Temora and
Finke, with the club third
.place being awarded in both.
I lle exercises his race blrds
around the loft each day and
Iras been giving them short
training tosses for a fort-
night.

Dave is active within his
club and holds a number of
committee positions.

He helps with hampering
for  both c lub and union
races.

As a result, Dave has many
fr iends both in and out  o1
pigeon racing - Australia's
largest-backyard sport  _
DoI.n here and inter_
StAtE_GRAHAM BADGEB.
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toxToN
Following is the prqg-

ramme of the Loxten Hom--
ing .Club for:tbe
of 1973. .

June 2,  Burra;  June;
Coonalpyn; June 16, G
stone; June 23, Coonalpl!f,
June 30, cladstone Derep.€
bird limit; July Z, Keith; July
14,  c ladstone;  July 21,
Keith; July 28, cladstonb. .

August 4, ttaracociik
Derby, 5 bird limit: August
l l ,  Pimba; August  18,
Naracoorte; Augnst 25, PiG I
ba;.September r;iFilE'.
September 8, Marr6e; Sep-.
tember 15, Mt. Gambier;
gcptember 22, Oodnadatta;
Sept€mber 29, Mt Clambicr.


